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16 January 1860

Holland, Michigan

At a consistory meeting of the First Reformed Church, Elder Labots was chosen as chair in place
of the pastor, Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte who was still out East. It was reported that the
building previously used as the church has collapsed. A non-member wanted the ruins but was
refused. Instead, the building is to be dismantled and materials sold to the highest bidder.
Members are to be assessed $875 for the minister's salary.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. II, p. 121.

Page 121
Consistory Meeting of January 16, 1860
Absent: Brother Wilterdink
The meeting was opened with prayer by Brother Broek.
ARTICLE 1 — Brother Labots was unanimously chosen as chairman.
ARTICLE 2 — The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.
ARTICLE 3 — Brother te Roller reports that, because the building previously used by the
congregation as a church building has collapsed, an investigation was made to see if
some of the material could be taken away and used for making a dwelling. It was
decided not to give away this property of the congregation, particularly not to the one
asking for it, because he is not a member of the church. Instead, this building, which has
collapsed, should be dismantled and sold to the highest bidder at a time and place to be
determined later. In any case, the clearing away of this material will be postponed until
our pastor has returned from his trip to the East.
ARTICLE 4 — The process of assessing members for the costs involved in the salary of
the pastor took place.
ARTICLE 5 — It was decided to increase the final total to $875.00, because $75.00 is
needed for unforeseen circumstances.
ARTICLE 6 — After preparing a temporary assessment, a committee was appointed to
complete the task. The committee consists of Keppel, Labots, Wakker, de Vries,
Plugger, and te Roller. They will meet at the home of Brother Labots on Friday evening
at 7 o'clock.
ARTICLE 7 — It was decided that this list (of assessments) will be available for viewing
at Wakker until February 4, 1860. The congregation will be informed of this fact on
Sunday.
The meeting was closed by Wakker.
Labots
Wakker

